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feelings which compose the magnanimous mind,
do not deny me this petition.* I owe much to
your lordship; and what has not in some other
instances always been the case with me, the
weight of the obligation is a pleasing load. I
trust I have a heart as independent as your lord-
ship's, than which I can say nothing more: and
I would not be beholden to favours that would
crucify my feelings. Your dignified character
in life, and manner of supporting that character,
are flattering to my pride ; and I would be jea-
lous of the purity of my grateful attachment
where I was under the patronage of one of the
much favoured sons of fortune.

Almost every poet has celebrated his patrons,

particularly when they were names dear to fame,
and illustrious in their country ; allow me, then,
my lord, if you think the verses have intrinsic
merit, to tell the world how much I have the
honour to be

Your lordship's highly indebted,
and ever grateful humble servant.

No,

* It does not appear that the Earl granted this re-
quest, nor have the verses alluded to been found among
the MSS,                                                               E.